Woven into the very fabric of Caribbean society are a

THE CARAIFA EXPERIENCE

variety of regional organizations, some cultural, some

religious, some sporting, others professional. These organizations are often visible only to the very
limited audience of their members and a few others who are connected to them in one way or another.
Nonetheless, they play a vital role in keeping us as a Caribbean people connected to each other via
friendships formed as a result of the shared experiences that they provide on a regular basis; Shared
experiences like regional conferences, conventions, crusades, sporting events, concerts and Carnivals.
These experiences provide among other things a golden opportunity for us to get to know each other as
a people, Caribbean people. We soon discover that we have a lot in common and that there is more
that binds us together than keeps us apart. Dr. Leroy Calliste, better known as ‘The Black Stalin’, put it
so beautifully, in his all time classic ‘The Caribbean Man’ when he sings ‘we all came on ‘the same ship
....... the same trip’. Herein lies our best hope for Caribbean unity!

CARAIFA (The Caribbean Association of Insurance and Financial Advisers) is one of these pivotal
Caribbean organizations that has quietly, almost invisible to the general public, been laying the ground
work for true Caribbean unity for over thirty years. At its inception on the 31st October 1977 the
organization was known as The Caribbean Association of Life Underwriters (CALU). As part of its
evolutionary process the name was changed to The Caribbean Association of Insurance and Financial
Advisers (CARAIFA) to embrace the 21 century recognition of the industry as part of the larger financial
services sector. Every year since the early 80’s the Association hosts a sales congress in different
member territories. These congresses provide a unique mechanism for training, motivation and above
all camaraderie. Members from different islands, companies and agencies, come together for three to
four days of workshops, main platform sessions, business meetings and entertainment from a program
that is continually being improved to provide a balanced holistic experience at a very professional level.
These sales congresses rival the much better known annual meeting of the ‘The Million Dollar Round
Table’(MDRT) which attracts the top 5% of sales people in the international Financial Services sector.
Indeed CARAIFA’S Annual Sales Congress has come to be known as the regional MDRT.

Each sales congress carries a unique theme. is the theme for the 23" Annual
Congress 2009 which is being hosted by the Trinidad and Tobago Association of Insurance and Financial
Advisers (TTAIFA). As the theme suggests, the congress will focus on the interconnectedness,
interdependence and teamwork that is crucial to success at all levels of human enterprise; Industry,
nation, region and indeed world. The theme itself was deliberately selected to make a geopolitical
statement. It seeks to drive a wedge into the current mindset of us Caribbean people. We tend to see
ourselves as divided by water and once this mindset continues to influence our relationships the
possibility of Caribbean unity is slim. If we can begin to see ourselves as being ‘linked by water’, a solid
platform for Caribbean unity would be established. The congress is open to all members as well as all
people involved in the financial services sector in the Caribbean. Registration and other details are
available via CARAIFA’S website www.caraifa.com and TTAIFA’S website www.taifa.com




